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MINUTES OF EFSUMB BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

HELD IN ZAGREB ON SATURDAY 5 JUNE 2004 12.00 – 17.00 AT THE OPERA/WESTIN HOTEL DURING THE EUROSON 2004
	Present:
	Kurt Jäger 
	President/Delegate
	Switzerland
	KJ

	
	Michel Claudon 
	Past- President
	France
	MC

	
	David H Evans
	President Elect
	UK
	DHE

	
	Lucas Greiner
	Honorary Secretary 
	Germany
	LG

	
	Niels Juul
	Honorary Treasurer 
	Denmark
	NJ

	
	Gianna Stanford
	General Secretary
	UK
	GS

	
	Norbert Gritzmann
	Delegate 
	Austria
	NB

	
	Nikola Grigorov 
	Delegate/President
	Bulgaria
	NG

	
	Ivan Drinkovic
	Delegate/President
	Croatia
	ID

	
	Frantisek Zatura
	Delegate/President 
	Czech Rep
	FZ

	
	Michael Bachmann Nielsen
	Delegate
	Denmark
	MBN

	
	Maija-Riitta Ordén
	Delegate/President
	Finland
	MO

	
	Jean-Michel De Bray
	Delegate
	France
	JDB

	
	Gÿorgy Harmat
	Delegate/President
	Hungary
	GH

	
	Diana Gaitini
	Delegate/President
	Israel
	DG

	
	Pietro Pavlica
	Delegate
	Italy
	PP

	
	Odd Helge Gilja
	Delegate/President
	Norway
	OHG

	
	Ioan Sporea
	Delegate
	Romania
	IS

	
	Jozef Benacka
	Delegate/President
	Slovakia
	JB

	
	David Pilling
	Delegate
	UK
	DP


Observers:   Jean-Yves Meuwly


President EUROSON 2005

Ilze Sedlienice


President Latvian Society Latvia 

Carlos Faustmann


Industrial Board Representative

1. Welcome by the President Approval and Signature of Minutes of the previous meeting (27 April 2003).
Prof Kurt Jäger (KJ) welcomed the members of EFSUMB Board of Directors to this meeting.  Apologies were received from Dr E. Cerezo, Spain, Prof A. Nowicki, Poland, Prof L. Valentin, Sweden.  The minutes of the previous BoD meeting held in Copenhagen on 27 April 2003 were accepted and signed.  (Appendix 1)
2. President’s Report

KJ presented his report.  Details of specific topics will follow later in these minutes.  The BoD accepted the report.  (Appendix 2)
3. Honorary Secretary’s Report

Prof Lucas Greiner (LG) presented his report. (Appendix 3)
· Application Latvian Society: Dr Ilze Sedleniece presented the proposal (appendix 4) of The Latvian Society of Ultrasound in Medicine to become a member of EFSUMB.  As per EFSUMB Constitution the correct documentation (Proposal letter, Constitution of the Society, Society Board members, member’s database) has been received and it meets the criteria of EFSUMB.  The BoD voted on this proposal and the Latvian Society was unanimously accepted into the EFSUMB Federation.
· A slide was shown illustrating the membership status database and 
· It was stressed to the Delegates that it is imperative to receive correct database information regarding their members, including email addresses.  This is necessary to avoid expensive mailing to incorrect addresses and to ensure that EFSUMB news reaches all members. (Appendix 5)
Action: LG/KJ to confirm acceptance to Latvian Society

Member societies to send updated databases

4. Honorary Treasurer's Report

Dr Niels Juul (NJ) presented his report. (Appendix 6)
· Accounts: the accounts for 2003 were presented to the BoD and were accepted and signed.  (Appendix 7).  The final accounts showed an income of £89,110, a total expenditure of £80,662), the surplus was £8,448 which was due to the exchange gain which had arisen due to movements in the exchange rate over the 2003 accounting year and as such, when euro account balances are translated into sterling (EFSUMB being required to state their finances in sterling as they are a UK charity).

· Budget 2005: The BoD discussed the budget and it was accepted. (Appendix 8
· Database from 1996 to 2004: It was noted from a spreadsheet illustrating the EFSUMB membership from 1996 which was tabled that some societies had maintained the same number of members for several years.  (Appendix 9)
5. EUROSONS

· EUROSON 2002 - Warsaw, Poland: Financial Account was tabled (Appendix 10).  The ExB asked the BoD to accept these financial accounts on condition that the Polish Society will send the surplus together with a letter confirming that these accounts have been officially audited.  The BoD voted and the accounts were accepted by all but one of the Delegates.
· EUROSON 2003 - Copenhagen, Denmark: A report and Financial accounts were presented to the BoD by Prof Michael Bachmann Nielsen (MBN).  (appendix 11)  The BoD discussed that the ExB should look into the IBUS courses which are held during a Euroson Congress, especially considering that the IBUS courses are now a part of the EUROSON School.  An amount equal to 20% of the final surplus of 24,232 EUROS will be transferred to EFSUMB.  The BoD accepted the report and accounts.  The ExB and BoD sincerely thanked MBN and his congress organising Committee for all the hard work and dedication to the organisation of EUROSON 2003.  MBN reciprocated and informed the BoD that the Danish Ultrasound Society was considering preparing a bid to hold another EUROSON Congress maybe during 2009/2010.
· EUROSON 2004 – Zagreb, Croatia, 5-8 June 2004: unfortunately Prof Ivan Drinkovic could not be present at this moment but KJ reported that there are currently over 1000 registrants.  1300 copies of the abstract book have been printed.  There are 451 presented abstracts, 99 posters, and approximately 151 invited speakers.  A total of 500 m2 has been sold to the exhibitors. At this moment in time it is anticipated that this EUROSON will be successful both scientifically and financially.
· EUROSON 2005 – Geneva, Switzerland, 25-28 September 2005:  
Dr Jean-Yves Meuwly (JYM) informed the BoD that he had taken over the Presidency of EUROSON 2005 due to the unfortunate illness of Prof Francois Terrier.  A flyer has been included in each registrant’s bag.  JYM introduced a short presentation of EUROSON 2005and will also be making a presentation during the Gala dinner.  A major topic of the Congress will be “PACS”.  Prof Michel Claudon (MC) is chairing WFUMB IT group and this group in close co-operation with the DICOM group12.  MC suggested that, as in Zagreb, WFUMB could hold a common meeting in Geneva.  This would allow contribution to the meeting by both DICOM and WFUMB.

· Euroson Lecturer – the BoD decided after a discussion that the ExB should choose the Euroson Lecturer.
· Young Investigator’s panel – The BoD was asked to nominate a panel for judging the Young Investigators.  In the absence of volunteers the ExB and the Congress Chairman were confirmed as being the judging panel.  The ExB reminded the BoD that they should consider their society’s nomination for the Young Investigators according to Bylaw no.4.
The ExB and the BoD thanked JYM for his presentation and wished him success in the organisation of the congress.

· EUROSON 2006 – Bologna, Italy 15-19 September 2006:  Dr Pietro Pavlica (PP) tabled a report and the budget (Appendix 12).  It was pointed out by Mr Carlos Faustmann, (CF), Industrial Board Representative that in his opinion the exhibition space is not adequate.  PP added that it would be possible to add another 300m2.  SIUMB will be writing to each individual society for their contribution regarding the choice of speakers and topics.  The first programme will be completed by October.  The ExB and the BoD thanked PP for his presentation and wished him success in the organisation of the congress.

Prof Ivan Drinkovic (ID) joined the meeting and confirmed the data provided by KJ earlier. ID suggested to the ExB and the BoD that every national Delegate to the BoD should receive a free registration to a EUROSON Congress.  The ExB and the BoD thanked ID for his hard work and his attendance at this meeting.  ID left the BoD meeting.

· EUROSON 2007 – Leipzig: The ExB informed the BoD that there was no news at the moment to report.
· Bids for 2008: at last year’s BoD meeting Prof Dirk Timmerman presented the Belgian Society bid to hold the EUROSON 2008, which was not voted upon because the EFSUMB bylaw no.1 stipulates that the voting on a EUROSON Congress has to be taken four years prior to the date of the Congress.  Unfortunately, the Belgian bid was not resubmitted and therefore KJ asked the BoD if there were any bids for 2008.
Dr Ioan Sporea, (IS) Romanian Delegate informed the ExB and the BoD that his society was interested to submit a bid for 2009 and gave a media presentation of the congress hall that is under construction and will be finished by the end of this year. However, he indicated that they could bring this bid forward to 2008.  Obviously, the proposal and the associated paperwork were not to hand because it had not been intended for presentation at this congress but at the EUROSON in Geneva.  IS is confident that the Romanian Society has enough information to prepare the entire documentation within four months from now.  The Romanian Society national meeting has a total of 600/700 registrants.  The ExB stressed to the BoD that the Romanian Society has been organising very successfully a yearly EUROSON School and they felt confident that the SRUMB will be able to organise a very good EUROSON Congress.  
KJ asked CF to give his opinion on the proposal from Romania for 2008 and CF stated that he supported their application.  The ExB asked the BoD to vote as follows: 

· Does the BoD vote now to accept the SRUMB bid without the draft budget (subject to later budget approval by the ExB approval) or does the BoD wish to await documentation and have a postal vote?
The BoD unanimously accepted the bid now and the draft budget will be sent as soon as possible.  Authority was delegated to the ExB to make a final decision on the acceptability of the bid.
The EUROSON 2008 will be held in Timisoara, Romania in September 2008.
Action:IS to send documentation for EUROSON 2008 to ExB
ExB to approve documentation

LG to write to Romanian society for approval

6. EUROSON SCHOOL 

The ExB reports to the BoD that the following schools had taken place since the last BoD in Copenhagen in April 2003: 
Euroson School Interventional Ultrasound - 17-18 May 2003 - Constanţa – Romania

EUROSON SCHOOL Sonografie in der Gastroenterologie – July 2003 –Sigmaringen – Germany
EUROSON SCHOOL ON 3D ULTRASOUND IMAGING – April 7 – 9, 2004 – London, UK 

The following schools will take place further this year:

EUROSON SCHOOL in Sonografie in der Gastroenterologie 17-19 June, 2004 Thurnau, Germany
EUROSON SCHOOL on ADVANCED BREAST IMAGING  IBUS - Advanced Breast 17-18 September, 2004, Riga, Latvia 
EUROSON SCHOOL - breast course –25 – 26 September 2004 - Craiova, Romania 

Furthermore IS informed the BoD that SRUMB will propose a new EUROSON School for 2005 in Abdominal Tumours.

DHE reported on the CME accreditation which will need to be evaluated for the EUROSON School courses.

There has been an application from Prof Filice, University Hospital of Pavia, Italy, President-Elect of SIUMB to set up an International School comprehensive course which will grant a masters certificate.  The BoD confirmed that they would approve in principle to give the EUROSON title to such a course but need additional information to consider this type of course and in addition the Education and Professional Standards Committee should be involved in the organisation and preparation of the course.  PP will find more information on this proposal.

DHE informed the BoD that there has been some interest from the Russian Society to organise EUROSON School in their country.  Information regarding the School has been sent.

Action: PP to find more information from Prof Filice

Education and Professional Standards Committee to evaluate CME credits for EUROSON School

7. Committees report

· ECMUS Report: The report from the ECMUS – Safety Committee was tabled.  (Appendix 13).  KJ explained that unfortunately Prof Tony Whittingham, Chairman of the ECMUS Committee was not able to be present at the BoD.  He underlined that the Committee is very active and is in the process of preparing a new Safety Statement.  In the report the Committee is asking to approve a replacement for Prof K Salvesen who has resigned from the Committee.  ECMUS has put forward Prof Malcom Levene, a neonatal specialist to be member of ECMUS.  As no further nominations have been received from the BoD, according to the bylaw the ExB has the power to nominate a candidate.  MC and DHE added that it is important to have neonatal specialist in this Committee.  There were no objection or comments from the BoD and therefore the nomination is carried through.
As per report the ECMUS Committee stated that they have exceeded the year’s budget and that they would not be able to meet again.  In order to increase the budget for this year we need more information which has yet not been received.  The ExB will ask again the ECMUS Committee for more information.  The report was accepted.
Action: KJ to inform ECMUS regarding nomination Prof Levene

KJ to ask ECMUS for information regarding their budget

· Education and Professional Standards Committee Report: DHE presented this report (Appendix 13) as Prof Lil Valentin could not be present at this meeting.  The Committee met in December 2003 and will meet again in October 2004 in London.  Prof G Harmat informed the BoD that he will write a paper not a commentary.  Prof Zatura informed the BoD that their society has implemented the three steps of the Minimum Training Standards in their syllabi.  The problem of CME Accreditation for European Ultrasound meetings was discussed and it was decided that the National Society holding the meeting should ask for accreditation to their national official authority and then this proposal should be forwarded to the UEMS.  
The ExB has received information that Prof J Hackelöer has resigned from this Committee.  As the Committees members will be re-nominated at the EUROSON 2005 in Geneva it is important to fill this position until such time.  The BoD has the power to nominate a substitute.  PP, radiologist has volunteered to fill this position.  The BoD accepted this nomination until September 2005. The report was approved.

Action:JYM to find information about national accreditation

KJ to inform chairman and secretary of Committee of PP nomination

GS to send details of next meeting to PP

· Publications Committee Report: Dr David Pilling (DP), Chairman of the Committee presented the report.  (Appendix 15) The Committee had a meeting during the morning of Saturday 5 June and a draft web site layout was produced.  The BoD was asked if they were happy with the graphic of the EFSUMB logo or it should be redrawn.  The BoD agreed that there was no need for a new redrawn logo.  IS asked DP if it would be possible to have a link to moving images.  DP asked for IS to email him with specific requests.  Due to the changes which have taken place in the last year, especially the publication of the EFSUMB Newsletter within the Ultraschall in der Medizin/European Journal of ultrasound it will become necessary to change the three relevant bylaws. DP will prepare new draft bylaw.  The ExB has considered that all EFSUMB bylaws should be reviewed and possibly amended and that DHE will be co-ordinating this effort. 
Action: IS to email DP regarding link to website

DP to prepare draft bylaws concerning Publication Committee, Editor of the Journal and Editor of the Newsletter

DHE to review all other bylaws

· Ultraschall in der Medizin/European Journal of Ultrasound:  DP explained that the individual subscriptions have been difficult to manage especially regarding the payment of Euros in cheques or bank transfer.  It was decided that GS should again look into the possibility of payment by credit card, even if this will incur in additional costs.  It was also decided that societies making bulk subscriptions should deal directly with Thieme regarding method of payment and their allocated space within the Newsletter.  At the moment, both the Danish and Norwegian Societies are entitled to one page in each of the six annual issues for their society news.  This page should be in their national language.  The Journal Advisory Board will include two additional names from these two societies.  Therefore both the Danish and Norwegian Societies should send their nominations.  The translations of abstracts and legends of illustrations, from English into German, will be provided by the publisher and LG volunteered to help.
The Publication report was accepted and sincere thanks were extended to DP.

Action: GS to find information re credit card payment

Danish and Norwegian society to send names for Advisory Board
· Congress Committee Report: KJ presented in details papers which illustrate the proposed structure and duties and responsibilities relating the organisation of EUROSON Congresses (Appendix 16).  KJ added that these are just outlines which need to be developed further.  Therefore he asked the BoD:
· Does the BoD accept to develop these proposals?

· Does the BoD want the ExB together with MBN Past President-2 and ID Past President-1 to produce more detailed outlines?

The BoD accepted this proposal.  Therefore this group should meet for a full day (after an ExB meeting, to put together these documents.

8. Industrial Board
The Industrial Board meeting will take place on Sunday 6 June at 12.00.  

KJ thanked CF on behalf of the ExB and the BoD for his considerable assistance with the Industrial Board and the EFSUMB office.  CS replied that overall this is a very good step for the communication with Industry especially from a European point of view.  There is a need to clarify who are the companies involved in ultrasound (equipment, information technology, contrast agents and others) and who is responsible within their organisation to be the link with the Industrial Board.   

· Contrast agents Guidelines: The galley proof of " Guidelines for the use of contrast agents in ultrasound” has been approved and will be published in the next issue (No. 4, 2004) of our scientific journal Ultraschall in der Medizin/European Journal of Ultrasound. 
Some of the experts wanted the guideline to be published in other journals to increase the readership and the ExB pointed out to the BoD that if the Guidelines were printed in the “European Radiology” journal EFSUMB will have to pay for the printing and that the Guidelines should be published first of all in our Official Journal, Ultraschall in der Medizin/European Journal of Ultrasound.  More than 12'000 copies are circulated per issue. This is quite a favorable number as compared for instance with European Radiology, having a circulation of 7'000 copies per issue. The two journals have about the same impact factor. 
Siemens has ordered 3000 reprints and Bracco has ordered 5000 reprints.  Siemens has had request to translate the document in five languages.  

The BoD discussed the following possibilities:
· Should the Guidelines be published in different Journals?

· Should the Guidelines be translated in different languages?

EFSUMB would be interested in following these points but it would be financially impossible.  Therefore the BoD accepted the ExB suggestion to bring up these proposals at the Industrial Board meeting and to allow the companies to decide if they want to pay for the costs involved.

The second point of discussion was the safety issue relating to the Bracco product SonoVueR.

The guidelines were written and went to press before the presently discussed side effects were known.  The ExB was planning to meet with a Bracco representative to discuss the problem.  This safety point was strongly discussed and the BoD agreed that footnote should be added to Appendix 1 of the Guidelines explaining about the restrictions for patients with coronary disease and that this is only a temporary suspension.  In addition an editorial explaining the circumstances will be prepared by MC/KJ.
The ExB proposed to the BoD that there might be a second meeting next year in Rotterdam which will edit the first guidelines and prepare further guidelines to include other fields as kidneys etc.  The Board agreed.
These guidelines should follow the template which has been established by the first guidelines.  This proposal will be tabled at the Industrial Board tomorrow.
KJ informed the BoD about the special EFSUMB Sessions; the IT Session and Portable Units Session which will take place on Monday.  MC would like to thank COCIR for their collaboration in setting up the IT session.  KJ explained to the BoD that the EFSUMB will identify specific topics for these sessions and then the Industry will decide to sponsor the project or not.  MC added that COCIR would probably support in the future other sessions.
Action: MC/KJ to prepare editorial
9. WFUMB 

KJ informed the BoD that the President of WFUMB is now Prof Marvin Ziskin, President Elect is Dr Giovanni Cerri, Brasil, Vice-President 1 is Dr Byung Ihn Choi, Korea, Vice President 2 is MC.  KJ is the EFSUMB Delegate to the WFUMB council which will meet at the end of EUROSON 2004 just outside Zagreb.
WFUMB produces a Newsletter called ECHOES and EFSUMB included this newsletter with their July 2003 issue and had to charge WFUMB for the cost of postage and insertion.  WFUMB would like each member society to distribute the ECHOES to their members on WFUMB behalf.  The Danish Society has already agreed to do so.  PP offered the possibility that SIUMB will also distribute it to their members.  MC would like the ECHOES to be included in the Ultraschall in der Medizin/European Journal but KJ explained that Thieme is not interested in this proposal.  
The three German speaking societies were not favourable to distribute the wfumb Echoes.

GS underlines that there is a link to the WFUMB Echoes from the EFSUMB web site.
WFUMB should send copies of this Newsletter to each National Congress.  
Action: GS to send national congresses dates to WFUMB
UMB: The ExB informed the BoD that Prof Peter Wells, the Editor of UMB will be retiring mid 2005.and that societies can put forward nominations for this position.  We have advertised this position on WFUMB behalf, in Issue 2 of Ultraschall in der Medizin/European Journal of Ultrasound. 

WFUMB 2006 – Seoul, May 28 - June 1, 2006: DHE will be President of EFSUMB and KJ will be Past President of EFSUMB and they will be lecturers at this congress.  In addition WFUMB invites three “space” speakers from each of their Federations. The ExB would like EFSUMB societies to nominate speakers to fit in this programme.  These names and topics should reach the EFSUMB office by the end of June 2004.
WFUMB 2009: it was very disappointing that the EFSUMB bid to hold a WFUMB congress in Edinburgh in 2009 failed and the Congress will be held in Australia on 5 – 9 September.  As soon as the WFUMB bid for 2012 opens EFSUMB will be able to put forward another nomination and apparently Prof Cerri, President Elect promised that the 2012 will be in Europe.
Centre of Excellence in Europe: Prof Watanabe, Past President of WFUMB has decided to establish Centre of Excellence as education is a first priority for the World Federation.  They are currently running projects in Africa, Asia and South America.   WFUMB will give these centres recognition and pay for speakers once a year.  Of course these centres would need to fit certain criteria and therefore the ExB would like the national societies to consider this proposal and to put forward nominations.

CF informed the BoD that companies received quite a few of requests from interesting projects and he suggested that maybe these individual projects should be co-ordinated.  MC will take charge of this project and therefore EFSUMB national societies should inform him directly on any projects that their society is already involved in.  IS would be delighted to have a centre of Excellence in Romania.

Action: Member society inform EFSUMB regarding nominations for speakers at WFUMB 2006

Member Societies to contact Prof Claudon regarding their established activities in developing countries and offer proposals for establishing Centre of Excellence in Europe

MC to co-ordinate these activities within EFSUMB and liaise with WFUMB

10. Any Other Business

KJ asked the BoD if they would like all the papers which will be tabled at BoD meetings to be sent out by email at least one month before the meeting.  The BoD agreed to this suggestion.  This would allow Delegates to view and prepare for the BoD meeting and will facilitate the course of the meeting.
The BoD was reminded that at the EUROSON 2005 the Honorary Treasurer will step down because he would have finished his second term and the Honorary Secretary position will be re-elected.  Also the various Committees will be re-elected.  The ExB and the Committee members are in office for a term of 3 years (President, Past President, President Elect for a total of 9 years).  This length of time allows continuity and maintains experience within the Committees.  On the other hand, the work load is increasing and members may not be able to dedicate as much time and effort as necessary to EFSUMB activities.  Therefore it would be a possibility to change the 3 year term to a 2 year term.  This will also be more efficient and will allow a democratic rotation of members.  This will require an amendment to the constitution and ratification at the General Assembly.  The BoD discussed this proposal and it was decided that the ExB will prepare a proposal for the BoD in Geneva and the BoD will decide whether to change the constitution at the General Assembly which will follow.

11. Date and Place of next meeting

The next BoD meeting will take place on Saturday, 24 September, 2005, 12.00-17.00
The next General Assembly will take place on Sunday 25 September 2005, 16.00
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